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The great challenge we face is not technical or financial, but that of reforming the structure of our societies to value the
environment and people and stop sacrificing them both to greed and vested interests. Unfortunately, Australia has a long
way to go. We have won the struggle to change public attitudes so that they think and say that the environment is impor-
tant, but now we face the much harder task of getting individuals, companies and governments to act as though it is. We
say the right words, but the lifestyles and methods have not changed to match them.

David Wanless, The Wilderness Society, AUSTRALIA 189 (2002)

Ecological wisdom does not consist in understanding how to live in accord with nature; it consists in understanding how
to get humans to agree on how to live in accord with nature. (Ken Wilber) Tell me how "global sustainable development"
for the developed world can mean anything other than to learn to shrink sustainably whilst enabling the rest of the world
to grow sustainably?

Nadia McLaren, Union of International Associations, BELGIUM 246 (2002)

As Gandhi had said, "Earth has enough for everybody's needs, but not for anybody's greed". Therefore, limiting human
needs by changing our life-styles is the only real way to preserve our deteriorating environment. All other effort is periph-
eral to this central remedy.

Rajesh Bat, Ahmedabad Study Action Group, INDIA 402 (2004)
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The U.S. position regarding the Kyoto Protocol is a cause for concern and one hopes that allies of the U.S. will be able
to persuade her to adopt a more positive, constructive and cooperative approach for the good of humanity. The need for
closer cooperation between developed and developing countries and increased tangible financial and technical support to
developing countries to build capacity and tackle the difficult problems we will all face is also a pressing concern.

Milton O. Haughton, Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism, BELIZE, 268 (2003)

Forests in the tropics are carbon sinks. Developing countries should be assisted to establish more by developed countries
to combat global warming threatening humankind existence, now and in future.

Michael E. Sizomu-Kagolo, c/o National Forestry Authority, UGANDA 300 (2005)

Climate change is a disease that has hit mother EARTH - like HIV-AIDS is to humans. We don't know the disease is wors-

ening, we refuse to believe, we have yet to find a cure, we don't agree to a united change, we rely on hope our common
good. Entropy prevails unless we fight our very own environmental problems, which are ours domestically.

Peuianina Learai, Ministry Natural Resources, Env-Meteorology, SAMOA 222 (2006)
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The population pressure by the increasing population of many countries (e.g., in Africa and in the Middle East, but also in
other countries) is a fundamental problem that causes most of the existing global environmental problems. By taking wise
and humane measures to stabilize the size of the population, at the national level, many environmental problems may be
solved, and for sure will be easier to tackle. However, a huge problem that I see with any attempt to stabilize the popula-
tion of countries with increasing populations, is that it may require a drastically new approach and commitment to this
issue by the Christians, Muslim and Jewish religions (and perhaps other religions too). Success to stabilize the national
population could also address the opposite problem that has recently started to arise in some countries, which also could
have serious environmental implications, namely, the decline of the national population. The solution in both cases is a
change in lifestyle. It goes without saying that such a change is extremely difficult to achieve, and in any case very slow.

Dr. Michael Graber, Retiree, United Nations, ISRAEL 080 (2005)

The developed countries should help developing countries to control their population growth and provide them with
enough fund to alleviate the poverty, otherwise a severe crisis and unrest could happen that would destroy everything in
this planet including the ordinary and normal life of the rich people. Unfortunately the leaders of the rich people of the
world are blind to this threat.

Hamid, Managing Director, Management, Taravat Bahar Toos NGO, IRAN 265 (2005)
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In most African countries, the use of non-biodegradable materials and pesticides without proper handling of the toxic
substances is very high. There is a pressing need to let the societies be aware of the outcomes of these activities.

Leonard Jones Chauka, Institute of Marine Sciences, TANZANIA 043 (2006)
Oceania suffers from the global environmental impacts of industrialized countries, which pollute the air and the sea with

their chemicals. Climate change has caused massive sea-level rises, which has eroded small island countries, and when
the tide is low it is so low that the coral and water life is exposed to the sun.

Maria Kerslake, Dean, Faculty of Arts, Academic-Higher Institute, SAMOA 307 (2006)
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Without imaginative and effective programs to alleviate poverty, we cannot move forward in solving environmental prob-
lems in developing countries.

David P. S. Wasawo, University of Nairobi, KENYA, 222 (2003)

In many African countries, forests provide basic needs including building materials, wood energy and employment av-
enues for households/community income. Political leaders should understand that "poverty is the cause and effect of
deforestation"; hence, environmental education/awareness programs should be accompanied by opportunities for income
generating activities so that people stop looking at forests as the only viable source of livelihoods.

1. M. E. Sizomu-Kagolo, Forestry Department, UGANDA, 409 (2003)
Environmental problems give rise to poverty. In Africa, particularly Ghana, there are many people living in poverty. They
have not been empowered to confront their poor status and they continue to degrade the environment. This is because the
environment is their source of life; it is the wealth of the poor. The rich also degrade the environment but they are rich and

can find other sources for their livelihood. Empower the poor to confront their status and to use environmental resources
sustainably.

Redeemer Kowu, Director, Environmental Protection Agency, GHANA 236 (2006)
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