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Nature does 
amazing things 
for us,
doesn't it?

Wow!
    When we looked into it in lots of 
di�erent ways, we found out that
the value of nature is even bigger than 
  the total value of human-made 
   things and services

I wish everyone knew 
how truly valuable nature is.
            If they did, they'd want to 
                     take be�er care of it, right?
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Nature’s Value Is Bigger Than You Think!



Today, we’ve come to a coastal wetland
with Professor Costanza!

I’ve got so 
many �sh 
and shell�sh!

Prof. Robert Costanza

sandpiper

2024 Laureate of 
the Blue Planet Prize

There are many 
creatures around 
coastal wetlands
like shell�sh,  
which we can eat.

Look, 
a bird!

The place where 
the land meets the sea, 

�lled with water 
and plants, is called 

a coastal wetland.

That's a nice way to put it! 
Coastal wetlands give people
the bene�ts from the sea
and provide a home for many 
creatures.
Nature's blessings—we call 
this an ecosystem service.

In Japan, seafood is 
called "the blessing 
   of the sea"!

Coastal wetlands make waves
weaker during storms, 
so there’s less damage.
That’s really valuable!

Huh…?

the spirit of the 
                coastal wetland

How 
valuable 
is it?

There are several ways 
to �gure out 
how valuable nature is.

Hidden on pages 1-7 (one on each page) are Blue Planet Prize symbols 
in various colors! Can you �nd them all?  Check out the answers 
in the comic on the Asahi Glass Foundation's website! This

For example, we can �gure out how much 
more damage there would’ve been if that 
natural barrier wasn’t there.

Where did the 
storm hit?

What kind of coastal 
wetlands  were there,
and how large were they?

How strong was 
the storm?

How much damage 
did it cause?

If we collect and 
compare all that 
with other data... 

Find thesymbols!
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 ...we can calculate how much more 
damage there would have been 
without the coastal wetlands.
That shows their value in protecting
us from disasters!

There’s another way
— you can think about what people 
would need to do if nature wasn’t there.
For example, if there were no forests 
to �lter water, how would people 
make clean water?

That sounds 
            di�cult...

    How many treatment plants 
would we need…?  
It takes a lot of money and time to 
         build and run them, right?

To make clean water, we would need 
more water treatment plants.
Knowing the cost of building one 
can also show nature's value.
But even if we build lots of 
treatment plants to copy 
what forests do, we still can’t do 
it as perfectly as nature.

water treatment plants

Making clean 
water is 
a lot of work!

    There’s another way 
to understand the value 
of nature! You guys had 
so much fun playing by 
the sea today, didn’t you!

Yeah!!

Storage
for water Disinfecting Filtration

Clean 
water tankStorage for 

clean water

Sedimentation



Yeah! 
They’re 
both fun!

You're right; 
we played 
there for free!

 I like 
the coastal 

wetland be�er!

Nature is full of places to play
—the sea, mountains, rivers, and forests!

So, even though we don't pay 
to use coastal wetlands, 
they have huge value!

Coastal wetlands are free 
to enjoy, but amusement 
parks cost money, right?
Both are fun, aren’t they?

There are many ways 
to understand 
the value of nature.

So, we thought if we calculate 
nature’s value into money, 
it would be one way for people 
to see nature’s worth.

   The examples about 
water treatment 
plants and amusement 
park ticket prices 
    really made sense.

Nature gives us so many blessings, 
but people often don’t realize 
how valuable it is.

Oh, I get it!
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Did you find all the symbols?
Here are the answers!



Today, we’ve come to a coastal wetland
with Professor Costanza!

I’ve got so 
many �sh 
and shell�sh!

Prof. Robert Costanza

sandpiper

2024 Laureate of 
the Blue Planet Prize

There are many 
creatures around 
coastal wetlands
like shell�sh,  
which we can eat.

Look, 
a bird!

The place where 
the land meets the sea, 

�lled with water 
and plants, is called 

a coastal wetland.

That's a nice way to put it! 
Coastal wetlands give people
the bene�ts from the sea
and provide a home for many 
creatures.
Nature's blessings—we call 
this an ecosystem service.

In Japan, seafood is 
called "the blessing 
   of the sea"!

Coastal wetlands make waves
weaker during storms, 
so there’s less damage.
That’s really valuable!

Huh…?

the spirit of the 
                coastal wetland

How 
valuable 
is it?

There are several ways 
to �gure out 
how valuable nature is.

Hidden on pages 1-7 (one on each page) are Blue Planet Prize symbols 
in various colors! Can you �nd them all?  Check out the answers 
in the comic on the Asahi Glass Foundation's website! This

For example, we can �gure out how much 
more damage there would’ve been if that 
natural barrier wasn’t there.

Where did the 
storm hit?

What kind of coastal 
wetlands  were there,
and how large were they?

How strong was 
the storm?

How much damage 
did it cause?

If we collect and 
compare all that 
with other data... 

Find thesymbols!
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 ...we can calculate how much more 
damage there would have been 
without the coastal wetlands.
That shows their value in protecting
us from disasters!

There’s another way
— you can think about what people 
would need to do if nature wasn’t there.
For example, if there were no forests 
to �lter water, how would people 
make clean water?

That sounds 
            di�cult...

    How many treatment plants 
would we need…?  
It takes a lot of money and time to 
         build and run them, right?

To make clean water, we would need 
more water treatment plants.
Knowing the cost of building one 
can also show nature's value.
But even if we build lots of 
treatment plants to copy 
what forests do, we still can’t do 
it as perfectly as nature.

water treatment plants

Making clean 
water is 
a lot of work!

    There’s another way 
to understand the value 
of nature! You guys had 
so much fun playing by 
the sea today, didn’t you!

Yeah!!

Storage
for water Disinfecting Filtration

Clean 
water tankStorage for 

clean water

Sedimentation



Yeah! 
They’re 
both fun!

You're right; 
we played 
there for free!

 I like 
the coastal 

wetland be�er!

Nature is full of places to play
—the sea, mountains, rivers, and forests!

So, even though we don't pay 
to use coastal wetlands, 
they have huge value!

Coastal wetlands are free 
to enjoy, but amusement 
parks cost money, right?
Both are fun, aren’t they?

There are many ways 
to understand 
the value of nature.

So, we thought if we calculate 
nature’s value into money, 
it would be one way for people 
to see nature’s worth.

   The examples about 
water treatment 
plants and amusement 
park ticket prices 
    really made sense.

Nature gives us so many blessings, 
but people often don’t realize 
how valuable it is.

Oh, I get it!
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